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Tam | Kaplanlaryyla Ordu Arasynda (Sri Lanka) Kal an Misl Gmanl ar *
Car panba, 10 Haziran 2009

Gecti 6i M z Mayys ayynda dinya, yirm bep yyldyr stren Sri Lanka ordusu ile Tam | Kaplanlary
arasyndaki catyprmanyn son rounduna pahit ol du. Yetnip binden fazla insanyn hayatyna nmal ol an
savap, ylUz binlerce kipinin de evsiz barksyz kal masyna neden ol du. Bu gelipneleri tetikleyen
pey, Tamillerin, Budist Sri Lankalylaryn kurdudu hiukimetten 0l kenin kuzey ve dodu bél Gnminde bad
bir Ul ke ve kendil erine 50-60 yyldyr uygul anan ayryncyl yda son veril mesi tal eplerinde
bul unmal arydyr. bindi, Ocak 2009&r squo; da Tanmi | Kapl anlarynyn on yyldyr fiilen bapkenti oan
Ki I I'i nochchi & squo; nin dipnesiyle ve Sri Lanka ordusunun Tanmillerin son nevzii
Mul | ai tivu& squo;yu da ele gecirnesiyle, Tanmillerin elinde sadece Ul keni n kuzeydodusunda 12
kn? & squo; den daha fazla toprak kal dydy tahmin edilnmektedir. Sivillerin gordidolu zararyn gi derel
artmasyna ve yapanan insani fel akete radonen, uluslararasy topluluk Tam | Kapl anl arynyn sonunun
gel mesini arzul ady ve taraflar arasynda sadece zayyf bir atepkes cadrysynda bul undu
U usl ararasy nedyanyn Sri Lanka&rsquo; daki catyprmayy gindene getirnesinin ardyndan, Misl Gmanl ¢
kendi | erini siyaseten duyarly kabul edenler arasynda bile, salt sathi bir nerakyn 6tesinde soz
konusu catypmayla ilgilenen bir kinmseyi bul makta zorlanyrsynyz. Yirm yyldyr her iki taraftan
dehpet verici zulim ere ve etnik kyyyma maruz kal an ve nmazlum arla ortak ve anlapylabilir bir
dayanypna anl ayypyyl a hareket eden codu Misl Gman, bu micadel ede Tami | Kapl anl aryny dest ekl eyece
tabii ki. Savapyn; Sri Lanka& squo; nyn Misl iman azynl yk nuf usu Uzeri ndeki etkisi sorul ursa,
Misl Gmanl aryn ¢odu sdz konusu savapta taraf ol manal aryna radnen, atep altynda kal myp ve gerek -
Kapl anl ary gerekse Sri Lanka yonetim arasynda siyasi bir futbol topu rmuanel esi gormiplerdir.
10 Mart 2009&rsquo; da Col onbo&r squo; nun yakl apyk ytz al tnyp km gineyi nde bul unan Akurassa
kenti ndeki Godapitiya& squo;da Tam | Kapl anl aryna tye bir intihar eylentisinin nevlit
kandi I i progranyny hedef al an sal dyrysynda on dort Misl Gman hayat yny kaybederken otuzu da
yaral andy. Misl tmanl ar Sri Lanka ordusu ve Tanil eel a Makkal Viduthalai Puligal (TWP) ya da
Karuna grubu gi bi hikimet destekli Tam | gruplary tarafyndan gercekl eptirilen & dquo; savapl a
ilgisiz&dquo; katliamara, kagyryl malara ve zul iinl ere maruz kal maya devam et nekte. Uzun
sol uklu bir baryp ol acaksa, Sri Lankaly Misl tmanl aryn bu catypnadaki rol 4nt anl amek ve siyasi
hedefl eri Uzerine kafa yormak el zendir. Y¢ savapyn arka plany Misl imanlaryn Sri Lanka&r squo;
gelipi, Arap ticcarlaryn o bol geye yerl epneye bapl adydy seki zi nci yizyyl civaryndadyr. On altyr
ylzyyl da Portekizli somirgecilerin gelipiyle, bu ticcarlaryn torunlary zulme udrady ve il kenit
nmer kezi ndeki dadl yk bdl geye ve dodu kysnyna goce zorlandy. Ypte ginimizde Sri Lankaé&rsquo; dak
Mis| Gnanl aryn ¢odunl udunu (9®5) ol upturan ve siyaseten en aktif kesim ol upturan Portekizlileri
& dquo; Moor & dquo; dedi i kesi m bunlardyr. Sri Lanka& squo; da 6ne ¢ykan di der Misl Gman kesi ni er
on sekizinci ve on dokuzuncu yizyyllarda Hol |l andaly ve Yngiliz yoneticiler tarafyndan
getirilmp olan Cavaly ve Mal ezyaly Misl Gmanl aryn torunlary ve on dokuzuncu ve yirmnci ylzyylc
ip bulma Unmidiyle gelen H ndistanly Misl Gmanl ardyr. Mal ezyaly ve Hi ndi stanly Misl Gmanl ar buyik
Misl tnan topl ul udundan ve genip Sri Lankaly nifustan izole ol mup/edil m p durundadyr. Misl Gman- Sr
Lankal yl ar arasy ilipkiler MislUman, Hi ndu Tam |l er ve Budist Sri Lankalylar dGlke tarih
boyunca genel ol arak baryp ve uyumicinde bir arada yapanyplardyr. Ne var ki, ip, ticaret
konusundaki anl apmazlyklar, mlliyet¢i gruplar tarafyndan yapyl an nani pil asyonl ar ara syra
nmeydana gel en catypral ary kor Ukl enekt edi r. Misl Gmanara yonelik il k acyk saldyry, Sri Lankaly ce
Misl tnan ticcarlara ve ip yerlerine saldyrdyklary 1915 tari hi nde gercekl epmi ptir. Yapylan plan
sal dyry, yikselen Sri Lanka mlliyet¢ilidinin Sri Lanka ip dinyasyndaki gel eneksel Misl Gman
haki m yeti ne dupmanl ykl a birl epnesi nin sonucu ol arak ortaya c¢cyknyptyr. O ol ayl aryn dzerinden bi
gecti kten sonra, Misl tmanlar ve Sri Lankal yl ar synyrly sosyal entegrasyona radnen, daha fazla
ekonom k al ypveripl e baryp icinde hayat sirmiplerdir. Misl nmanl ar ¢odunl ukl a i badetl erini hicb
synyrl ana ol nadan buyUk bir 6zglrl Uk ici nde yapabil nekte ve Misl Gimanl aryn bayram ary resni tati
ilan edil mektedir. Misl Gmanl ar Ysl am peri atyna gére hiukmeden mahkenel erde ailevi ve bireyse
konul arda yar gyl anma hakkyna sahiptirler ve ayryca devletin belirledidi editimmifredatyna ek
ol arak Ysl amérsquo;yn 0dretildidi devlet destekli ayry okullarda editimalabilnmektedirler
Misl Grman mi |l etvekilleri tumsiyasi partilerde nevcuttur ve Yslani siyasi partilere yonelik bir
synyrlama da mevcut dedildir. Onemi mali blrokratik gorevl ere, bakanlyklara ve givenlik gicl er
gelince, bu alanlarda acyk birtakym ayryl ykcy politikalar nevcuttur. Bunun sonucu ol arak daha
az nitelikli Sri Lankalylar nitelikli Misl Gmanlara tercih edil nektedir. Misl tmanl ar ci dd
anl anda devl et ve yary resm kurul uplarda hak ettikl erinden daha az tensil hakkyna
sahiptir. Sri Lanka&rsquo;da piddet, aralyklarla organize mlliyetci hareketler ya da ip
al anyndaki ihtilaflarla irtibatly olarak patlak verm ptir. 1976& squo;da, gorintpe bakylyrsa i
toprak konusunda c¢ykan anl aprmazl yk nedeniyl e polis, MisltUmanlarla Sri Lankal yl ar arasynda cykar
catypnal aryn ardyndan birka¢ Misl imany Puttal an& squo; da vurdu. 1990& squo; | arda -1999&r squo; dq
Nochchi yagama&r squo; daki dukkanl ara yapyl an sal dyryl ar dahil- tek tuik hadi sel er ol uyordu
Hazi ran 2001&r squo;de Sri Lankaly cetel er Mawanel | a& squo; da i ki Misl tnanyn hayat yny
kaybet mesi ne ve dizi nel erce binanyn ve aracyn yok edil nmesine yol acan saldyrylar dizenl edi. Ba:
yoruntul ar bu ol ayl aryn piddeti tyrmandyrnmamasyny Sri Lanka&r squo; daki Misl Gman liderlerin azyr
stat iisiinde ol dukl ary bilinciyle, daha ciretkar bir durupun korkung sonuglarynyn farkyndal yéyyl
har eket ederek ayrynctylyda ve etnik gerilinme di kkat cekne konusunda i steksizliklerine
badl anakt adyrl ar. Sozgelim, 1976& squo;da Puttal am& squo; da Misl Gnmanl aryn kat | edi | nesi ni
niit eaki ben hi ¢bir Misl Gman konuyu parl anment oya tapymady. O ddnende, Misl iman |iderlerin heps
dedi | se de codu Ul kenin kuzey ve dodusunda, ¢odu ciftci ve bal ykgy ol an di ndapl arynyn kaderi yl e
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ilgilenen tiuccar synyfyndandy. Mislinman-Tam| Ylipkileri Sri Lanka milliyetcilidinin

1970&r squo; | erde yiukselipi ve Ul kenin kuzeyi ile dodusundaki Tami |l ere ve Misl timanl ara kar py
ayryncty politikalar, pu ana kadar sessiz kal nyp Misl Gman nif usun siyasi dipincesi nde ve
aktivizm nde bir dedipiklik nmeydana getirdi. Tam | Kapl anl arynyn 1970& squo; | erde gor unir hal e
gel mesi yl e, Misl imanl ar nesel el erinde inisiyatif kullanma ve bozguncu-uzl apmacy addettikl eri
liderlerinden de kurtul ma fyrsatyny yakal adylar. Sri Lankaly yerlepintilerin akyn akyn gel nesi
yol acan dodudaki devl et destekli gelipnelerle ve Misl Gmanl aryn arazil erini kaybetneleriyle
birlikte, Misltumanlar ve Tamller birlikte bir caba icine girdiler. Hatta bazy Misl Gnmanl ar
Tam | Kapl anl aryna katyl dy. 1986&r squo;da Ul kenin ilk Misliman siyasi partisi olan Sri Lankaly
Misl tmanl ar Kongresi (SMK) & squo; ni n kur ul masyny niit eaki ben, Misl Gmanl arl a Tam | Kapl anl ary

arasyndaki ilipkiler bozuldu. Qunku Tami| Kaplanlary bu partinin kurul masyny ul keni n kuzeyi ve
dodusunun tam kontrol ni el e gecirnel erine yonelik siyasi bir tehdit ol arak dederl endi rdi
Misl Gmanl arl a Tanmi | Kapl anl ary arasyndaki tek tuik goril en piddetli catypnalar 80& squo;li yylle

boyunca sirdi ama 90& squo; ly yyllarda daha 6nce ol anlary apan bir durum s6z konusuydu. Misl {r
Katliamy ve Etnik Kyyym Sri Lanka&r squo; daki c¢atypmal arda en dehpet verici ama en az bilinen

ol ayl ardan birisi 19990 yyly yaz nevsi mi ndekiydi. O ayda Misl tnanl ar katliam ve etnik

tem zli kl e karpy karpyya gel di. Dodudaki piddet ol aylary Tenmuz ayynda bapl ady. O syral arda ¢oc
hacdan donen altnmyptan fazla kipi Tam | Kaplanlary tarafyndan Kurukal Madam&r squo; da o6l diral di
Daha sonra 1 Adustosé&rsquo;da da on dort ve sonraki iki giinde de dedi pi k yerlerde on bep kip
daha ol durdl di. 3 Adustos Cuna guni Kattankudi & squo; deki M na Cuma Caniine 300 ki pi namaz

kyl yyordu. Birtakym ki nsel er caniye girdi, Kkinmse kagnasyn diye kapylary kilitledi ve otomatik
silahlarla cami cenmmatine atep etneye bapl ady. Benzer bir olay da Hiseyniye Cam i nde

gercekl epti. Topl anda yizden fazla erkek ve c¢ocuk 6l durdl di. Ardyndan da Ul keni n dodusundaki M
kasaba ve koyl erde yizl erce erkek, kadyn ve cocudun hayatyny kaybetnesine, evlerinin de cayyr
cayyr yanmasyna yol acan ve birka¢ hafta siren katliam ar yapandy. Binlerce Misl Gman evl erini
barkl aryny terk edip ka¢cnak zorunda kal dy ve hala da donnediler. Kuzeyde ol up bitenler daha
da dehpet vericiydi. U kenin dodusunda 1990 yyl ynyn Eki m ayynda ol dudu gi bi, orada Misl timanl ar|
Tam | | er arasynda pi ddetin benzer bir tarihinin ol mamasyna radnen, Tami | Kapl anlary savapgyl ary
hi ¢bi r uyaryda bul unmaksyzyn, koy kdy dol apyp Misl Gmanl aryn kyrk seki z saat ic¢inde pehri terk
etnelerini istedi. Aksi takdirde Misl umanl ar kanunsuz bir durum a karpy karpyya kal acakl ar dy.
Emirler Ust dizey |iderlerden geldi. Cefne& squo;de Misl tnanl ara iki saat ic¢inde pehri
bopaltrmal ary talimaty ve yanl aryna sadece 150 rupi al malary izni ¢ykty. Bapka yerlerde sadece I
bapl aryyl a kagmak zorunda kal dyl ar. Birkag¢ gin ic¢inde, Ul kenin kuzeyindeki yetm p bep bin Misl i
nif usun t imi geri de yakl apyk bep mlyar rupilik bir nilkiyeti byrakarak evlerini barklaryny ter
etnmeye zorlandy. Tanil Kaplanlary Uzerinde, ne hikiunmetten ne de ul usl ararasy toplundan etnik
tem zl i de son vernesi konusunda hi ¢bir basky yoktu. Sirgin edil m p Misl Gnanl aryn ¢odu yaya ol ar
¢canurdan ve brandadan ginunize kadar ayakta kal abilen evler yaptyklary Puttal am Anuradhapura
ve Kurungel a gi bi kuzey eyaletlere ve bu eyaletlerin yakynlaryndaki pehirlere goc

etti. Oralara ul apmal aryndan bu yana Sri Lanka Hikineti onlaryn durum aryny &ndash; sadece alty
ayda bir verdi di isthikak (yiyecek payy) ile- neredeyse gornezlikten geldi. Puttal am kampynyn
sadl yksyz kopul I arynyn &ndash; iic bin bep yuz kanp sakini ic¢cin kyrk wec ve bir cepnme var- son on
yyl da ¢odu tedavi edilebilir hastal ykl ar sonucu ekseriyetle cocuk ve bebekl erden yiz kipinin
hayat yny kaybet nesi nde payy vardyr. Hikinet 1995&rsquo;te pehrin kontrol Gni el e aldy ve Misl im
geri doénmesini istedi. Ayryca bazy Tam | Kaplanlary liderleri 2000 yylynda zorunlu goce téab
tutul mal ary nedeniyl e onlardan 6zur diledi. Yine de geri donmek ic¢in pek az tepvik edici bir
durum sdz konusu. Cunkil evleri uzun sure kullanyldy ve geci m kaynakl ary sona erdi. Dahasy, Tam
Kapl anl ary askere alym gorevlileri hala bol gede faaliyet yuriatnmekte ve (Misl dman) aileleri
¢ocukl aryny kendilerine bir sadakat gostergesi olarak silah altyna al ynmak lzere byraknmaya

zorl amaktadyr. Gte yandan hikimet, bazy kanp sakinlerini Tanmi| Kaplanlaryna (Bu itham

Misl Gnanl ary c¢cok inciticidir.) & dquo; gammazl yk yapmakl a& dquo; sucl annakt adyr. 2002&r squo; del
Tam | Kaplanlary ile hikunet arasyndaki atepkesin ardyndan, c¢atypnadan dodrudan etkil enen ve be
gor aprel eri nden badynsyz bir tensilcisi bile ol mayan Misl Gmanl aryn durunu daha da kotiye gitti.
Tami | Kapl anl ary Misl Gnmanl ara niil ki yetlerinin iade edilecedi ve Tanm | Kaplanlaryya artyk hi maye
vergi si Odeneyecekl eri sb6zi verdi. gercgekte, MislUmanlar nil kl erini geri alanady, vergiler artt
ve Misl Gmanl ar artan piddetin hedefi haline geldi. Cunktu Tam | Kapl anlary il keni n dodusundak
haki m yetini sadl aml apt yr maya cal ypyyordu. Bu, 2003 yylynda Ul keni n dodusunda Misl Gmanl ara muht
t al ebi nde bulunan halkla i¢ ice olan Misl Gimanl yoyn belirgi nl epnesi ne kat kyda bul undu. Bu cadry,
fazl a Misl manl ar arasy ihtlafy kor ikl eyen, biylk resi nden koparan Col onbo&r squo; daki nenf aat ¢
Misl Gnan liderler tarafyndan busbitin gornezlikten gelindi. Son ol ayl ar Savapyn 2006 yyl ynd:
glineyi nde tekrar patlak vernesiyle, MisllUmanlar carpraz atep altynda kal dy. 29 Myys

2006&r squo; da pani de yol acan ve 1990 ol ayl aryny hatyrlatan & dquo; Mutur eyal eti nde yapayan
Misl Gmanl aryn yetm p i ki saat icinde eyaleti terk etneleri&dquo; enri yayynlandy. Tam |

Kapl anl ary Adstos ayynda pehri ele gecirdi ve birkag hafta sonra Sri Lanka ordusu kentte

tekrar haki m yeti sadl ayana kadar Misl Gmanl ar yurtl aryndan ayryl mak zorunda kal dylar. O

syral arda yuzl erce Misl Gman 6l dirdl di ve kagyryldy. Bu catypnada di der rahatsyz edici bir unst
Kapl anl arydan 2004 yylynda ayrylan ve adam kac¢yrma, yargysyz infaz ve ¢ocuklary silah altyna al
gi bi eyl em erde bul unan hukinmet destekli Karuna grubunun ortaya ¢ykmasydyr. Bu grup, ulkenin
dodusunu etkili bir pekilde kontrol altynda tutnakta ve cami den evine giden insanlary hedef

al makta ve onlaryn evlerini, ipyerlerini kundakl amaktadyr. Bel ki de daha dehpet veri ci
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ol ayl aryn habercisi ol arak Bidi st heykeller dikne yoluyla Misl Gmanl aryn adyryl ykta ol dudu
yerl erde Budi znmi yaygynl aptyrmak anacyyl a devasa servetler harcannmaktadyr. biddetten
birbirlerini sorumu tutan ve Misl tnman kany Uzerinden siyasi sonu¢ elde etnmeyi uUnmit eden Tam |
Kapl anl ary ve Sri Lanka ordusunun zul im eri devam et mektedir. U kenin son dénem erinde ilk
kez, mevcut durunmdan rahatsyz birgok Misl iman geng¢ Ysl am topl ununun 6énde gel enl erinin onlary
di zgi nl eme gayretlerine radnen kendi toplum aryny korunmak ic¢in silahlanmaya hazyrl anyyor. Sri
Lankaé&rsquo; da Misl Gmanl ar tarihlerinin ¢cok kritik bir donem ndel er. Tanmi| Kaplanl arynyn ordu
tarafyndan yok edilnesi ya da her iki tarafyn bir anl apmaya varmasy sdz konusu ol sa da Sri
Lanka&r squo; daki Misl Grmanl ar adym adym Budi st hikinmete ya da Tam | Kapl anl arynyn onl ary hi maye
et mesi ne bel badl amanyn bir sonug getirneyecedi gerc¢edini kavryyorlar. Onlaryn kendi kendilerir
guvende hissetneleri kendilerini yonetir hale geldiklerinde s6z konusu ol acaktyr. bPu ana
kadarki talepleri barypcyl idi anma suk(t icinde daha ne kadar acy cekecekl er? Fehd Ensari
&l dquo; Tam | Kapl anl aryyla Ordu arasynda Sri Lankaly Misl Grmanl ar & dquo;, Crescent Dergi.
2009. (http://ww. nmuslinmedi a.con sri-nuslimvar. htn) 10.06.2009. *Fahad Ensari

& dquo; Tanmi | Kapl anl aryyl a Ordu Arasynda Kal an Misl manl ar & dquo;, (g¢ev: Mirat Kayacan),
Haksdz Derg., Yst., S. 219, s. 48-51.Muslinms suffer amd Tiger-arnmy fighting in Sri

LankaBy Fahad Ansari Crescent MaY 2009This nmonth, the world nay witness the fina

chapter in the 25-year-old conflict between the Sri Lankan army and the Liberation

Tigers of Tam | Eelam (LTTE), conmonly known as the Tami| Tigers. The civil war, which

has killed nore than 70,000 peopl e and di spl aced hundreds of thousands others, was
triggered by Tanmi| demands for an independent honeland in the North and East of the

country follow ng decades of conplaints about discrimnation against them by the

maj ority Buddhi st Sinhal ese government. Now, with the fall of the Tigers& squo; 10 year

de facto capital of Killinochchi in January 2009 foll owed by the Sri Lankan army&rsquo; s

t akeover of their last stronghold, Mullaitivu, the Tigers have been left in control of

only a small stretch of coastal |and, estinmated to be no nore than 12 square kil onmetres,

in the north-east of the country. Despite nounting civilian casualties and a

humani tari an di saster, the international comunity, notivated by its desire to see an

end to the LTTE, has issued only feeble calls for a nmutual ceasefire. Raise the issue of

Sri Lanka with nost Muslinms, even those who woul d describe thenselves as politically

aware, and you woul d be hard pressed to find many who are interested beyond a nere
superficial curiosity spawned by the recent international nedia coverage of the

conflict. Arny, and subjected to horrific atrocities and ethnic cl eansing by both sides

for alnopst twenty years Mtivated by a common and under st andabl e sense of solidarity

with the underdog, nost Mislins would declare their support for the Tigers in this

struggle. |If asked about the effects of the war on Sri Lanka& squo;s ninority Mislim

popul ation, nost Muslinms would struggle to realize that with no major affiliations to
either side in the conflict, they have been effectively caught in the crossfire, being

used as political footballs by both the Tigers and the Sri Lankan. Mst recently on 10
March 2009, fourteen Muslinms were killed and thirty injured when a LTTE human bonber
targeted a procession celebrating the birthday of Prophet Mihammad (peace and bl essings

of Allah be upon him at Godapitiya in Akurassa town, about 160 km sout h of Col onbo.

Musl ims al so continue to be targets of extrajudicial killings, abductions and brutality

by both the Sri Lankan arnmy and pro-governnment Tam | groups such as the Tanil eel a Makka

Vi dut hal ai Puligal (TMVP) or Karuna faction. Understanding the role of Sri Lankan

Muslins in the conflict and addressing their political aspirations are vital if there is

to be a lasting peace settlenment.Background Mislinms began arriving in Sri Lanka around

the 8th century when Arab traders began settling in the region. Wth the arrival of the
Portuguese colonialists in the 16th century, the descendants of these traders were
persecuted and forced to migrate to the Central Hi ghlands and East of the country. It is
these Sri Lankan & dquo; Mborsé& dquo; (as the Portuguese saw them) who formthe majority

of Muslinms in Sri Lanka (95% today and who are the nost politically active. The ot her

two distinct groups of Muslims in Sri Lanka are the Mal ays, descendants of Javanese and

Mal aysi an Muslins brought over by the Dutch and British rulers in the 18th and

19th centuries, and Indian Muslins who arrived in the 19th and 20th centuries seeking

busi ness opportunities. Both the Malays and Indian Miuslins are isolated fromthe

majority Miuslimconmunity and the wider Sri Lankan popul ati on. Musl i m Si nhal ese Rel ati ons
Musl i ms, Hindu Tam |s and Buddhi st Sinhalese in Sri Lanka generally co-existed in peace

and harnony for much of their history. However, disputes over business and trade,

soneti nes mani pul ated by nationalist groups, have fuelled occasional clashes. The first
blatant anti-Muslimriots took place in 1915 when Si nhal ese gangs attacked Mislim

traders and shops. The pogrom appeared to be the result of a conbination of rising

Si nhal ese nationalism coupled with antagonismat the traditional Mslimdoni nance of
business in Sri Lanka. Since that time, Mislinms and Sinhal ese have had peacefu

relations with nuch economic interaction, albeit limted social integration. Mislinms

enj oy considerable freedons with no restrictions on religious worship and najor Mislim
religious holidays are cel ebrated as public holidays. Mislinms have the right to use

their own courts governed by shariah for fanmly and personal nmatters, and al so enjoy
separate state-funded schools in which Islamis taught in addition to the nationa
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curriculum There are Muslins in all political parties with many Mislim
parlianmentarians, and no restrictions on Mislimpolitical parties. There is however sone
clear discrinmnatory policies in place when it comes to recruitment in key revenue
bur eaucracies, mnistries and the security forces, where well-qualified Muslins are
of ten passed over in favour of less qualified Sinhalese. Miuslins are substantially
underrepresented overall in state and semni-state structures. Neverthel ess vi ol ence has
erupted intermttently usually linked to organi zed nationalist canpai gns or business
di sputes. In 1976 police shot several Muslins in Puttalamafter clashes between Mislins
and Si nhal ese, apparently provoked by di sputes over jobs and | and. There were sporadic
i ncidents in the 1990s, including attacks on shops in Nochchiyagama in 1999. In Apri
2001 Sinhal ese nobs attacked Muslins in Mawanella killing two Mislinms and destroying
dozens of buildings and vehicles. Sone conmentators have attributed the | ack of
escal ation of these incidents to the reluctance of Muslimleaders in Sri Lanka to draw
attention to discrimnation and ethnic tensions in public, aware of their mnority
status and fearful of the consequences of taking a bolder stance. For exanple, follow ng
the killing of Muslinms in Puttalamin 1976, not a single Muslimraised the matter in
Parlianment. Most if not all of the Miuslimleaders during this period were fromthe
mercantile class in the South who were | ess concerned about the fate of their co-
religionists, consisting mainly of farmers and fishermen, in the North and the East.
Musl i m Tanmi| Rel ations The rise of Sinhalese nationalismin the 70s and the resulting
di scrimnatory policies against Tamils and Muslinms in the North and East of the country
brought about a change in the political thought and activismof Sri Lanka&rsquo;s
hitherto dormant Muslim popul ation. Wth the creation of the LTTE in the 1970s,
di saffected Muslins saw the opportunity to take matters into their own hands and away
fromtheir | eaders who they viewed as defeatist and conprom sing. Wth state-sponsored
devel opnent in the East causing the influx of Sinhalese settlers and the |oss of Mislim
| ands, Muslins and Tam |s worked together, with some Muslins even joining the LTTE
Fol | owi ng the establishnent in 1986 of the country& squo;s first Muslimpolitical party,
the Sri Lankan Muslin Congress (SLMC), relations between Mislins and the LTTE soured
with the Tigers viewing its formation as a political threat to their full control of the
North and the East. Sporadic violent clashes between Muslins and the LTTE broke out
t hr oughout the 1980s but what occurred in 1990 surpassed anything that had occurred
before. Anti-Mislim Pogronms and Ethnic-C eansing One of the nost horrific but |east wel
known incidents of the conflict in Sri Lanka involved the butchering and ethnic
cleansing of Muslins in the sunmer of 1990. The violence started in the East in July,
when nore than 60 people, nost returning fromHajj, were reportedly killed by the LTTE
at Kurukal Madam A further fourteen were killed in Akkarai pattu on August 1 and fifteen
nmore in various |locations over the next two days. On Friday August 3, sone 300 nen were
at prayer in the Meena Junmma nosque in Kattankudi when LTTE gunnen entered the nosque
| ocked the doors to prevent anyone escaping and began firing into the crowmd with
autonmatic weapons. A simlar incident took place at the nearby Hussai niya nosque. In
total, nore than 100 nmen and boys were killed. Thereafter several weeks of nmassacres
t hroughout Muslimtowns and villages in the East followed in which hundreds of nen,
woren and children were sl aughtered and dwel |l i ngs burned. Thousands of Muslins fled
their homes and have still not returned. Wat occurred in the North was even nore
gruesone. Despite there being no simlar history of violence between Miuslins and Tam |s
as there was in the East, in Cctober 1990, wi thout any warning, LTTE fighters went from
village to village announci ng over | oudspeakers that Mislins had 48 hours to | eave the
province or face reprisals. The orders came fromthe very top. In Jaffna, Miuslins were
given only two hours to leave and permitted to take just 150 rupees with them
El sewhere, they fled with just the clothes on their backs. Wthin a few days, the entire
Musl i m popul ati on of the North nunbering 75,000 had been forced out of their homes
| eavi ng behi nd as nuch as 5000 nillion rupees of property and val uabl es. There was no
pressure on the LTTE, either fromthe governnent or the international comunity, to halt
this episode of ethnic cleansing. The displaced Muslins fled, many by foot, to the
adjoining districts of the Northern Province &dash; Puttal am Anuradhapura and
Kurunegal a &ndash; where they set up hones of nud and canvas and remain there to this
day. Since they arrived, the Sri Lankan Governnent has all-but ignored them delivering
only a small anount of rations every six nonths. The Puttal am canp& squo;s unsanitary
condi tions &ndash; 40 nakeshift |avatories and one water tap for 3,500 residents &ndash;
have contributed to the deaths of about 100 people in 18 years, nost of themchildren or
babi es, fromwhat were nostly treatabl e di seases. Although the governnment retook the
town in 1995 and urged the Muslins to return, and some LTTE | eaders apol ogi zed for the
forced transfer in 2000, there is little incentive to go back &ndash; their hones have
been | ong occupi ed and busi nesses renoved. Furthernore, LTTE recruiters still operate in
the area and have been known to force famlies to surrender their children to them as
soldiers as a sign of their loyalty. On the other hand, sone of the canp residents have
been accused by the governnent of being informants for the Tigers, reflecting the
Musl i ns& squo; vulnerability. Follow ng the Cease Fire Agreenent between the LTTE and
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t he governnment in 2002, the situation deteriorated again for the Mislins, who despite
being directly affected by the conflict, had no independent representation at the peace
tal ks. The LTTE prom sed the Muslinms that their properties would be returned and that

t hey woul d no | onger have to pay protection tax to the LTTE. In reality, the properties
were not returned, taxes increased and Miuslins found thensel ves the targets of

i ncreasing violence as the Tigers sought to consolidate their control in the East. This
contributed to the crystallization of a grassroots-led Mislimnational identity which in
2003 denanded an autononous area for Muslins in the East. This call was largely ignored
by the self-serving Miuslimleaders in Colonbo which Ied to nore inter-Mislimdisunity,
distracting fromthe bigger picture. Recent Events Wth the eruption of war again in the
East in 2006, Muslins were caught in the crossfire. On May 29, 2006, notices appeared in
the Muslimsettlement of Mutur ordering Muslins to | eave within 72 hours, pronpting
pani ¢ and recoll ections of 1990. The LTTE captured the town in August and 25,000 Muslins
were again forced fromtheir hones until the mlitary recaptured the town, several weeks
later. Hundreds of Muslins were killed and abducted during this time. Another disturbing
element in this conflict is the energence of the pro-governnent Karuna faction (or

TWP), which left the LTTE in 2004, and who have been involved in abductions,
extrajudicial killings and the recruitment of child soldiers. The TWP are effectively
in control of the East and have specifically targeted Muslims, shooting men returning
from prayers and burni ng honmes and busi nesses. Enornous resources are being spent to
spread Buddhismin Muslimareas with Buddhi st statues being erected, perhaps a pre-
cursor for sonething far nore horrific. Atrocities continue to be conmi tted agai nst
Muslinms with both the LTTE and the army bl am ng each other for the violence, hoping to
politically point-score with Muslimblood. For the first time in recent history, nany

di saf fected Muslimyouth are now prepared to take up arns to defend their comunities,
despite efforts by senior conmunity | eaders to rein themin. Mislinms in Sri Lanka are at
a very critical juncture in their history; whether the Tigers are destroyed by the arny
or an agreenent is reached, Muslins in Sri Lanka are gradually waking up to the reality
that relying on the Buddhi st government or the Hindu tigers for protection is futile and
that only when they govern thenselves will they finally feel secure. Their denands so
far have been peaceful but for how long nore will they suffer in silence?
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